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1 XEMARK S upon his I ordſhip” 8 
DE DICAT TON, lately publiſh'd; with a 
* COUNT £R-DEDICATI oN, compar'd 
F by Paragraph with the Same: 
And humbly Inſcrib'd to that Right Re- 
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; * ears ſhould teach Wiſdom, 


| But Great Men are not always wiſe, neither 


{ x the Aged underſtand Judgment. 
35 Elibu in the Book of "T0. 
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publiſh'd a Defence of 
Chriſtianity, begun and 
carried on with a profeſſed 
“dDDeſence of Perſecution ; I 
could not but beſtow ſome Attention on 
his moſt incomparable Dedication, as it 
is inſcrib'd to ſo great a Name as the 
QUEEN ; and not merely to her Majeſty, 
but to the Regal Power itſelf, which ſhe 
then exercis'd during the Abſence of the 
King. Fir 
The Stile of this Performance was la- 
bour'd and ſtiff, but I wave the Pedantry 
of Criticiſm, and ſhall confider his Argu- 
ments alone, Theſe were ſo forc'd and | 
| unnatural . 


— — 


E087 
unnatural, that I ſoon was in Pain for his 
Lordſhip's Reputation, for whom I have 
ſo tender a Regard : I was heartily wil- 
ling to fet him right, which I have ac- 
cordingly done by the Turn I have given 
his Dedication, whereby his Lordſhip not 
only ſpeaks Senſe, but does alſo follow 
Nature. 

To place this Affair in a proper Light, 
I have preſum'd to draw a Counter-Dedi- 
cation, which is likewiſe addreſs'd to her 
moſt Excellent Majeſty the QuEEN; 
and being fond of his Lordſhip's Lan- 
guage, have exactly adher'd to it, as near 
as I could; whilit by changing the Terms 
I have aſſerted a very contrary Side of the 
Queſtion : And thus another Miracle is 
wrought, which may want his Lordſhip's 
Explanation ; for lo | the By/Þop himſelf 
now militates in Defence of Religious 


Liberty. 


I heartily wiſh his Lordſhip would be 


ſo good a Friend to his own Intereſt as to 
nake an honourable Option, and change 
his Dedication in the nezt Edition of his 


Bock: I am fore that this wich I have 


drawn for his Uſe, is beſt adapted to his 
Deſign, if he means to advance the Glory 


of the Chriftion Name, or the Credit of 


the Ep:/copal Office. - 


TT 


I would not offer this worthy Prelate 
my humble Advice without my ableſt 
* Reaſons, and therefore I ſhall lay before 
> his Lordſhip my Thoughts on this Mat- 
ter, that he may know why I am of O- 
/ Pinion, that his late Dedication to her 
7 Majeſty is neither an Honour to the 
Cburch, nor an Advantage to his Lord- 
zz 
Js äé calls aloud upon the Royal Autho- 
if rity to draw the Sword of Vengeance, | 
= when he ovght to remember, that Prayers 
and Tears arc the only Weapons of the 
Church, nor ſhould his Lordſhip uſe any 
7 other againſt Moolſton. 

He wouid have that Religion to be 
maintain'd by Fire and Sword, which his 
great Maſter meant to eſtabliſh in Meek- 
nes and Truth, nor intended it ſhould an 
Ways prevail, other than by the Mercies of 
„„ 

He comes to the QUEEN in purpled 
Pomp, and tells her Majeſty he is a Biſiob, 
® that the Epiſcopal Authority may out- 
weigh the Almighty's Ordinance, for he © 
implores the Vengeance of the Secular 
Arm in the Cauſe of that God, who him- 


ſelf hath faid, Vengeance is mine, and I 
Will repay it, ts e | 


And 


68) 
And becauſe his Lordſhip juſtly thought 
their Majeſties had too much Diſcern- 


ment and true Religion to perſecute Men 


for God's ſake, therefore he implores the 
Royal Power to do this Execution for its 
own ſake. 3 

His Lordſhip fepreſents, that Govern- 
ment cannot ſubſiſt if Religion be taken 


away, becauſe of the divine Reſtraints 


on human Hearts, which he thinks are 
expected in vain from Laws and Motives 
merely Political. IH 

His Lordſhip then ſhould inform us, 
how Government ſubſiſted for the firſt Fou 
Thouſand Years of the World, when on- 
ly the Jeiſb Nation had divine Reſtraints, 
and all the People of the Earth beſides 
obey'd the higher Powers, from Laws and 
Motives merely Political. 

If he ſhould reply they had Reſtraints 
upon them, which they receiv'd as di- 
vine, his Lordſhip will then equally ad- 
vance Impoſture and Superſtition with 
true and rational Religion; from whence 
it will follow, that the Worſhip of fal/e 
Gods is of the ſame Advantage to the 
Higher Powers as the Religion of Feſus 
Chriſt. a 


moſt rational Religion in the World by 
„„ „ thoſe 
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Hoſe very Methods and Arguments, which 
"Are us d to defend the moſt peſtilent Syſtems 
upon Earth. | . 
> > His Lordſhip would have the King his 

Sovereign ceaſe to be Father of his People, 

that he may become Defender of the Faith, 
and implores him to renounce that Pro- 
5 tction, which is equally due to the Sub- 
; 


ect, as Allegiance is due to the Crown: 
This he deſires, to the end that his Ma- 
Jeſty may perſecute incredulous Men, and 
force them, againſt their Conſent, to be- 


A 


3 1 come Orthodox Believers. 
His Lordſhip repreſents, the King's Ti- 
tle to the Crown is founded on the Profeſ- 
ſion of Chriſtianity, when he knows it 
_# proceeded from the Principles of Liberty, 
and has himſelf ſworn, by the Oath of Su- 
premacy, that the King's is entirely inde- 
x pendent of the Church. | 
His Lordſhip poorly anſwers the po- 
pular Clamour, He mentions that They 
uo implore the Secular Arm againſt In- 
Kaels are Friends of Perſecution. He ſays 
indeed, that, There is a real Difference 
F ; 2 Arguments and Buffoonery, as 
1 at licentious Invectives againſt the 
1 Founde rs of our Religion, and the Mira- 
cles which confirm the Truth of it, are no 
e e 
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part of the Liberties of a Chriſtian m 
Nation, Ws —_ 
This put me in mind of the Iod 

Chief Juſtice Teferies, who explain'd 

away Magna Charta, as this holy Prelate 

quibbles away the Eng/:/h Liberties, when 


he calls us a Chriftian Nation. For when 


Felferies interpreted that part of the Great 


Charter, where it is ſaid, that no Man 


ſhall be An' but with a Salvo conte ne- 
mento ſuo, he boldly declar'd the Legi- 


ſlature only meant Petty Amercements, 


for Contempts and trifling Offences, but 


never intended to reſtrain Exorbitant . 


Fines, for Crimes, and Miſdemeanors. 


As if Liberty and Indulgence were leaſt 
allow'd, where they are moſt wanted, 
and our eſſential Privileges always to be 


underſtood by the narrow-ſoul'd Expla- | 


nations of that corrupt Chief Juſtice, or I 


this Biſhop. 


I think. it an Inſult upon the Britiſh i 
Nation, that any Biſhop, or Churciuman 
whatſoever, ſhould dare to preſcribe us 
Laws, or limit our Liberties. A proceed- * 


ing like this would have incurr'd an 


Impeachment in former Times, and Arch- 


Biſhop Laud was brought to the Scaffold, 


for Offences much leſs injurious to his 


Country. Will this Reverend Prelate ſet 


up 
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for an Oracle of Laws, and preſume 
v his own Authority to declare what 
are Liberties in a Chriſtian Nation. 


* No, there is a dernier Reſoit, even from 


the Judgments of Meſtminſter Hall, and 
the great Council of the Nation are only 
qualified to ſay what Liberties belong to 
the Nation; ſo that however terrible 
iIfcrior Tribunals may ſhew themſelves, 
the proudeſt Men that ever {well'd in 
Scarlet, have often ncel d at the Bar of 
that moſt Auguſt Judicature, who are 


Renlous for the Rights of the People, and 


will avenge their Cauſe on all that in- 


ade them. 


The Proſecution carried on againſt 


I 702:/ton, at the earneſt Application of 
\Sarticular Prelates, plainly ſhews what 
Spirit they are of, and that they have 
little Sincerity when they declaim againſt 
the Free Uſe of Irony and Ridicule, 
in Contra- diſtinction to the Liberty of 


erious Arguments 
3 L 2 l g 
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Becauſe the Judgment which they 


llicited and obtained in Weſtminſter- 
Hall, is this, viz. . 


* CHRISTIANITY being Part of the 


Common Law of England, ALL At- 
* tempts to ſubvert or oyerthrow Chri- 
F< /tanty muſt be puniſhable by 

p B 2 


Com- 


mon 


7 0 12 9 
4 mon Law, becauſe they tend to over- 
« throw the Common Law. ” 

So that by this Judgment All Argu- 
ments againſt Chriſtianity, whether /er:- 
ous or ludicrous, are equally Attempts 
to ſubvert Chriſtianity, and conſequent- 
ly, to be —— d alile by the Common 


Law. 


don ſays in his Paſtoral Letter, He is 


far, very far from being againſt ſerious 
Enquiry, which he thinks ſo far from 


tending to overthrow Chriſtianity, that 


he is ſincerely of Opinion, he more 


Freely it is di ſeuſs d, the more firmly it 


will ſtand. 


And the Biſbop before us aſſerts, there 


is a real Difference between Arguments 
and Buffoonery, but where is this real 
Difference, if he maintains the Crime 
and Puniſhment to be the ſame, as he 


actually does by promoting this. Pro- 
ſecurion? | 


Obſerve what an eſſential Difference == 


there is between the Judgment of the 
Law, and the Lord Biſhop of London; 
one ſays, whatever denzes the Truth of 
Chriſtianity tends to ſubwert it, whilit 
che other maintains, and does verily be- 


lieve 


Yet ſuch is the Abſurdity of chis Af. 
fair, that the Excellent Biſhop of Lon- 


9 


Mominal Difference. 


l 
lieve, that the more freely it is diſcuſs d 
the more firmly it will ſtand. 

Obſerve too the Biſhop of St. Davids, 
with his real Difference between Argu- 
ments and Buffoonery, when they are 
ſentenced exactly alike ——1 am afraid, 


in his Lordſhip's Phraſe, this is only 4 


It is not the Puniſhment of Buffoon- 
ery that Men of Senſe oppoſe, but 
they can never approve a Judgment, 
Which if carried into a Precedent, muſt 
be a total Reſtraint upon all Religious 
_ = Enquiries, and all Arguments in gene- 
ral on that Subject, whether pleaſant or 
grave. i FT 

When any of my Lords the B:/hops 
do thus declare againſt Per/ecution, whilſt 


e 
1 


they are carrying on his Proſecution; 
or when they declare for Liberty, whilſt 
they thus ſollicit ſuch a general Ręſtraint, 
all good Chriſtians are highly concern'd 
and deeply affected, as they have a due 


A 1 Senſe of that unblemiſh'd Integrity and 
unviolated Sincerity, which ought even 
co accompany the Epr/copal Character. 


4 
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(14) 
And this is humbly offer'd to the grave 


Conſideration of all my Lords the Bi- 
ſhops. 


As the good Biſhop of St. Davids af- 
ſerts, the Royal Title is precarious when- 
ever the Church is in Danger, it ſeems 
as if his Lordſhip thought all Unbelevers 


in a Plot, and that Woolſton with his 
Friends were a F action to Bas, in the 


Pretender. 
For his Lordſhip maintains, th laß 
dels who hate Super ſtition, muſt natu- 


rally favour the Pope; and that becauſe 
they declaim againſt a! Sorts of Super- 
ſtition, therefore they muſt approve the 


worſt 8 ort, namely, the Roman Catho- 
lick Religion. 


And as he could not wholly deny his 


good liking of Perſecution, yet to ſoften 


have it to be only mind] in England, 
whilſt he allows it to be real in the 
Church of Rome. Thus Fire and Fag- 


got are real Perſecution, but Pillory, Fine 
and Jmpriſonment, are only nominal, Nay 
more, becauſe Free-thniins Chriſtians | 
condemn his Lordſhip's Neminals, there- 
fore he ſays they muſt neceſſarily favour 
the Realities of Popery ; ſo that it ſeems 
wy have ſuch a ſpecial Spite to Pzllory, i 


that terrifying Word, his Lordſhip will 
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| | KEW, 
3 Fine, and Iinpriſonment, that in his Lord- 
— 2 ſhip's Opinion they would rather have Fire 
aud Haggots. This is truly his Lordſhip's 
Doctrine, who works more Miracles than 
- , "he windicates. 


8 His Lordſhip would make her Majeſ- 


$ ty's Learning to preſide in the Debate be- 
1s x een his Lordſhip and V oolſton, tho' the 


© Royal Authority is implored to prejudge 
the Controveriy, which is an Inſult to her 
fi- high Underſtanding, and a Mockery of 
u- her illuſtrious Perſon; for he asks that 
Judgment from her Knowledge, which is 

r- before-hand awarded by her Power. 
ne He commends her Care in informing 
- the Minds of a numerous Royal Progeny; 
pet ſtill this will not do bis Lordſhip's Bu- 
his fneſs, unleſs ſhe enforces her Example by 
en per Authority; and if ſhe does not com- 
ill ply with his Demand, this Embaſſadsr 
nd, Frtraordinary of Heaven threatens the 


he awful Judgments of an angry Gop. 
On the whole, he ſeems to advance 
mat Super ſtition and Perſecution ought to 
be the Appendages of a Crown, as they 
Are the Labels of a Mitre. 
And having in the Beginning exhorted 
ec Quernx to Perſecution, for the King's 
Wake, and her own Sake; ſo laſt of all, 


(160) 


and in the Concluſion, he exhorts her to 


the ſame Proceedings for God's Sake, and 


her Soul's Sake. He promiſes her Majeſ- 


ty (by what Authority I know not) that 
if ſhe obſerves his Directions, ſhe ſhall 
have diſtinguiſhed Rewards, and pecu- 
liar Bleſſings from the hands of a bounti- 
ful Gop, whoſe Decrees are pronounced, 
and whoſe Favours diſpenſed abſolutely and 
OY by this very Reverend Pre- 
late. 


Such being the Nature and Tendency 


of his Dedication, I truſt his Lordſhip 


will have Reaſon to expunge it, and inſtead 


thereof to offer up mine to her Majeſty. 


The Qu EN mult undoubtedly reliſh 


his Doctrine very ill, if we conſider her 
frequent and pious Interpoſitions at Fo- 


"reign Courts in behalf of unhappy Men, 


diſtreſſed for their Religious Opinions. And 
certainly thoſe Princes, with whom the pre- 


ventsPerſecution abroad, would think it ve- 


ry extraordinary her Majeſty ſhould approve 


Perſecution at home; in which caſe, very 
probably they might juſtify their own Pro- 
ceedings by her Majeſty's Example. 
The Crown has alſo very lately eſtab- 
liſhed a noble Foundation at Bermudas, 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel ; and 
if Tyranny muſt maintain it here, 4ohat 
— ora can 


£ Be F 
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can advance it there 7 for the Indians will 
never be fo ſtupid as to abandon human 
Feeling, when they. judge of Divine Re- 
velatian; and their prefent Condition is a 
much more eligible State than Converſion 
on any ſuch Terms, for all Men had bet- 


ter he Tae than Slaves; and whilſt 


Chriſtianity, b the Ocuelejes of wicked 
Men, is againſt Liberty and Happineſs, it 
has but a poor Recommendation to Favour 


and Eſteem. 

Befides, if his Lordſhip's Doctrine be 
allowed, their Majeſties had better have 
erected a Court of Inquifitron than a Col. 
lege of Learning at Bermudas; becauſe if 
every Man by Law ought to believe, what 
Neceſſity have they for Doctors to convert 
him? fince it is abſurd to perſuade Men 
to receive what they muſt be puniſhed if 
they reject, and undoubtedly Hanging is 
the ſhorteſt way with Diſſenters. 

But not to forget my very good Lord 
the Biſhop. 


Every one allows his Locdhip had ſe- 
cular Views, as well 


0 ges, when he labour Tay te Service of 
the Church. 


And why ſhould not I have the ſame, 
when I labour for the Service of his Lond- 


ſhip? 


= I 
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I do therefore, in ſure and certain hopes 


that his Lordſhip will be very ſoon created 


Archbiſhop. of Dublin, put in my Claim 


to be Dean of St. Patrick 8, upon the firſt 
Vacancy that happens. 


For I am truly of Opinion, that I have 
as much Right to ſucceed the merry Doctor 


Swift, as his Lordſhip to ſucceed the 


learned Dr. King. 
So that it is plain, that our abilities bear 


a due ts to our YR Io Pr efer- 
ments. 


«7 4 


| ſideration, "hs ſerve at the © of the 


Gop of Peace, I preſent them with this 


Dedication and Counter-project, fairly ſer 


in apa Paragraph by Fa 
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» 
we 


Jeſty's Acceptance of the fol- 
Jowing Vindication of the 
Miracles of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, which I now put un- 
der your Patronage, not 
merely as a Chriſtian, but as a Biſhop of 


the Church of England, with an Heart 
entirely devoted to the Honour of our com- 


mon Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, and 


to the King's and your Majeſty's Service: 
For what 1s now preſented to your Royal 


View, is an Apologetical Defence of aur 


Holy Religion, againſt one of the moſt vi- 
rulent Libels on it, by an Afoſtate Cler- 


gyman, 


We Moſt humbly beg your Ma- 
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To Tart 


ew Moſt humbly beg your Ma- 
RS jty's Acceptance of the 
2 following Vindicatn of the 
ka Liberties of our happy Con- 
— tſtitution, which I now put 
Ancer your Patronage, not merely as an 
Advocate, but as a froe-born Subject of 
_ 2F that Crown you adorn, with an Hcart 
entirely devoted to the Honour of our 
/ > common Country and People, the Bri- 
% Nation, and to the King's and your 
/ = Majeſty's Service: For what is now pre- 
ſented to your Royal View, is an Apolo- 
3 getical Defence of our unvaluable Liber- 
dies, againſt one of the moſt Virulent Li- 
belt 
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62 
gyman, that has appear d in any Chriſtian 
Country, and in Compariſon of which, 


other Infidels have acted a modeſt Part. 


Indeed @ more proper Occafion cannot 
poſſibly happen in any Nation, where Chri- 


ſtianity zs eftabliſh'd by human Laws, o 


invigorate the Zeal of the Magiſtrate, in 
putting thoſe Laws in Execution againſt 
fo flagrant a Sort of Profaneneſs, that 
tramples with ſuch Indignity on the 
Grounds of the Chriſtian Faith, and to 
convince the World, that the Miniſter of 
that God, who 75 ſo highly affronted, 
bears not the Sword in vain. _ 1 

And certainly the Higher Powers haue 


great Reaſon to exert their Authority, 
fince it is no leſs evident from conſtant 


Experience, than from the Nature of the 
Thing, that Religion is the firmeſt Sup- 
fort of Government, as it lays thoſe 
Reſtraints on the Hearts of Men, which 
in vain are expected from Laws and Mo- 
tives merely political. And more eſpect- 
ally does the Obedience, requir'd by Chriſ- 
tianity to the Laws and Conſtitutions of 
every Country, take an entire Poſſeſſion of 


the Conſciences of Subjects, not only un- 
der the Penalties of human Laws, but 


the much ſtronger 1mpreſſions of a future 


Sentence, 


e E L . 


. 


(+4 } 
bels on it, by an ——— Prelate, that has 
appear'd in any free Conſtitution, and in 
Compariſon of which, other Perſecutors 
have acted a charitable Part. 
Indeed a more proper Occaſion cannot 


_ poſſibly happen in any Nation where Li- 


berty is eſtabliſh'd by common Laws, to 
invigorate the Zeal of the Magiſtrate, in 
putting thoſe Laws in execution againſt 
ſo flagrant a ſort of Perſecution, that tram- 
ples with ſuch Indignity on the Grounds 
of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and to con- 
vince the World, - that the Guardian of 
thoſe Rights, which are ſo boldly inva- 
ded, bears not the Sword in vain. 

And certainly the Higher Powers have 
great Reaſon to exert their Authority, 
ſince it is no leſs evident from conſtant 
Experience, than from the Nature of the 


Thing, that Liberty is the firmeſt Sup- 


port of Religion, as it obtains that Aſent 


from the Minds of Men, which in vain 
is expected from Laws and Motives mere- 
ly Tyranncal. And more eſpecially does 
the Obedience, requir d by . Chri/t:a- 
nity to the Laws and Conſtitutions of eve- 


a * 
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Country, take an entire Poſſeſſion of 
e Conſciences of Subjects, when the 


Chriſtian Religion is truly believed and 
rightly underſtood, which never can be 


done 


„ ITY En BLOG 


Conſequences Jap the Faundation of *all 


fanny reform d, and now legally ſettled 
among us. Therefore Perſons of thee Cha- 


the pruſent Government 3 for nothing is 
more demonſtrable than that thoſe  Adver- 


B OY 


Sentence, that bas a ftrich Connexion goith 


Eternity, 4% be deciſtvely pronoune'd 6 
the King of . 4 4 


A. therefare they that labour 2 indufe 
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Religion among us, do by unavoidable 


Government, ſo they wha are thus warm» 
ly engag ged in ſubwverting the Chriſtian | 33 
Halle, moſt bappily eſtabliſbed by Law 
in theſe Kingdoms, and are jo very active 
in propegating Infidelity, d% in the laſt = 
Reſort not anly inſult the Royal Title of 
Defender of gs Faith, but undermine © 
the undouhted Right of his Majeſty and bis 
Royal Family to the Crown of 5% Realms, 
as it is founded on the Pretefſion of Chri- 


radter, may well be confider'd as equally 
Falſe to the Author of our Faith, and to 


us of the Chriſtian Religion, Who aſe 


N0Ww 


6 
done, without unlimited Freedom of En- 
quiry, ſince whatever is reſtrain d, can 
never be debated; and that which muſt 
not be examin'd, is not to be underſtood; 
fo that ail the Higher Powers, who expect 
a due Obedience from divine Reffraints, 
muſt convince the People, that ſuch Re- 
ſtraints are ivine, or they cannot expect 
to be duly obey d. 
As therefore, they that labour ſo induſ- 
triouſly to root out all Senſe of Liberty 
and Virtue among us, do by unavoidable 
Conſequence ſap the Foundation of true 
Religion, and thereby re:n9ve the only di- 
vine Reſtraints, witch © 111d on the 
Hearts of Men, in ſubject fo» i oral 
Government; ſo they who are thus Warm- 
ly engag' d in ſubverting the Britiſo Con- 
ſtitution; moſt happily eſtabliſhd by 
Laws and Oaths ſubſcrib'd by Mng and 
People, and who are lo very active in pro- 
pagating Perſecution, do in the laſt Re- 


ſort, not only infult the Royal Title of 


Father of the People, but undermine the 
undoubted Right of his Majeſty and his 
Royal Family to the Crown of theſe 
Realms; as it is founded on the Princi- 
ples of LiBERTY, reſtor'd by the happy 
Revolution, and now legally ſettled a- 
mong us. Therefore Perſons of that Cha- 

D racter 
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now 15 bufily employ'd in infuſing Doubts in- 
to ſome weak Minds, in giving an Indi f- 


ference and Colaneſs to other well-meaning 
Perſons, and in making others that are 
viciouſly inclind actual Proſelytes to In- 


fidelity, are purſuing ſuch Methods as 


have a natural Tendency to introduce Con- 


fuſion, and thereby betray us into P O- 
PERI, which is a Complication of Er- 
rors ; the Profeſſion of which is no leſs in- 
conſiſtent with his Majeſty's moſt rightful 
Title to the Crown, than with our Eſta- 
bliſhed Religion. And therefore, in a juſt 
Senſe of that Allegiance which is due to 
the King, and for the Security of your 


Majeſties, and the Royal Family, and. 


thereby of the Publick itſelf, as well as 
out of a deep Concern for the Honour and 
Preſervation of our moſt holy Faith, the 
enſuing Treatiſe is now offer d, under your 


Majeſty's Protection, to the View of the 
Publick; which I wiſh were as worthy of 
your Royal Favour, with Regard to the 


Management of the Controverſy, as it is 


to the Subject itſelf; a Controverſy of that 


Importance, as to determine, whether the 
Chriſtian Religion ſtands upon a firm and 
rational, or a Chimerical and Enthufiaſti- 
cal Foundation 4 Controverſy that affects 

our 
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rater may well be conſider d as equally 


falſe to the Author of our Faith, and to 


the preſent Government, For nothing 8 


more emed than that thoſe Adver- | 
faries of the Brit;/h Conſtitution, who 


are now ſo buſily employ d in infuſing 


Doubts into ſome weak Minds, in giving 


an Indifference and Coldneſs to other 


well-meaning Perſons, and in making o- 


thers, that are fyrannically inclin'd, ac- 


tual Proſelytes to Arbitrary Power, are 
_ purſuing ſuch Methods as have a natural 
Tendency to introduce Slavery, and there- 


by betray us into POPERY, which 
is a Complication of Errors; che Profeſ- 


ſion of which is no leſs inconſiſtent with 
his Majeſty's moſt rightful Title to the 


Crown, than with our eſtabliſhed Liber- 
ties. And therefore, in a juſt Senſe of 
that Allegiance which is due to the King, 

and for the Security of your Majeſties, and 
the Royal Family, and thereby of the 


Publick itſelf, as well as out of a deep 
Concern far the Honour and Preſervation 


of our moſt happy G anſtitution, the en- 


ſuing Treatiſe is now offer d, under your 


Majeſty's Protection, to the View of the 
Publick ; which I wiſh were as worthy 
of your Royal Favour, with regard to 
the Management of the Controverſy, as 
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our All, our prefent Tranquility, and our 
Projpect of Inmortality. 


It may reaſonably be hoped, that the 
Publication of this, and other Diſcourſes of 


he like Nature, may, beſides putting a 


Stop to the Progreſs of Infidelity, contri- 
bute likewiſe to the ſilencing of that 
groundleſs Calumny, which has been ca 

on thoſe who implore the Magiſtrates Aſ- 
ſiſtance in the Execution of Laws againſt 
Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs, namely, that 
uch Perſons are Friends to Perſecution ; 
for they are ſo far from diſtruſting their 
Arguments offer'd for Chriſtianity, that 


they are ready to conſiden any Objections 


Propos d with Decency, or indeed with In- 
decency, in the preſent Inflance. But 
they cannot be induced to think, that there 
7s no real Difference between Arguments 
and Buffoenery, or that licentious Invec- 
tives againſt the Founder of our Religion, 
and a profeſſed Ridicule of thoſe Miracles 
that confirm the Truth of it, are any part 

of the Liberties of a Chriſtian Nation, 


or 


E 
it is worthy f that Favour, with Regard 
co the ſubject itſelf; a Controverſy of that 
Importance, as to determine, whether 
the Britiſh Conſtitution ſtands _— a 


Firm and Real, or a Chimerical and 


Nominal Foundation; a Controverſy that 


affects our ALL, our preſent Tranquil 


lity, and our lateſt Poſterity. 


It may reafonably be hoped, that the 


Publication of this, and other Diſcourſes 


of the like Nature, may beſides the 
putting a ſtop to the Progreſs of Per ſecu- 
tion, contribute likewiſe to the flencing 
of that ſenſeleſs Outcry, eccho'd by thoſe 
who implore the Magiſtrates Aſſiſtance 


in the Execution of Laws againſt Li- 


berty and - Enquiry, namely, that ſuch 
Perſons at the very ſame Time are 
Friends to Freedom. For, Madam, they 
are ſo far from truſting in their Argu- 
ments er d for Chriſtianity, that even 
when Fhey ; bf them, they endeavour 
effeetually to deter all Men from anſwer- 
ing them, whilft they implore the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate to ſheath the Sword of Vengeance 
in the Heart of Religious Liberty, and 
make it equally terrible to propoſe Ob- 


jections with Decency, as with Inde- 


cency, ſince they take the Judgment inta 
their own Hands, of whatever is decent 
97 
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or are the only Libels that are nof . 
zable by a Chriſtian Magiſiracy *, In 


ſuch Circumſtances the Clamour of a No- 


minal Per /ecution can only be raisd by 


thoſe, who in Conſequence of their own 
Infidelity, and their wicked Diligence in 
ſpreading that Infection, are bringing in 


upon us the real Perſecutions of the Church 
&f Rome, who litevoiſe, aubilſi they rail ſo 


 plentifully at the moſt rational Religion in 


#be World as Superſtition, give great Ad- 


vantages towards reſtoring the inſupporta- 


ble Superſtitions of that Communion. 


_ Theſe are Perſons indeed that appear in 


Favour of unbounded Liberty, buf God 


grant it may not terminate in abſolute 


Slavery. And it is certain that cannot be 


2 Legal Liberty, which is jo incon ſiſtent 


ith the Reverence due to our Laws, and 


the juſt Authority of our Nor Govern- 


ment. | 


Whilſt the Kine 4 adjuſting abroad the 
Ri ghts of Europe, and tho prepar'd for 
2 ar, is eftabliſhing the Peace of bis King- 
doms, your Majeſty will vouchſafe in any 


| vacant Inter vals, to relieve Jour JOS 
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pr indecent, and contend for Laws that 


will finiſh whatever they condemn, In 


ſuch Circumſtances the Knavery and 


Nonſence of a Nominal Perſecution, can 
only be deviſed by thoſe, who in Con- 
ſequence of their own Cruelty, and their 
wicked Diligence in ſpreading that In- 
fection, are bringing in upon us, the 


real Perſecutions of the Church of 


Rome; who likewiſe, whilſt they do fre- 
quently advance SUPERSTITION, 


as the moſt rational Religion in the 


World; give great Advantages towards 


reſtoring the inſupportable Superſtitions 
of that Communion. Theſe are Perſons 


indeed that appear in favour of Arbitrary 


Power, but God grant they may not 
eſtabliſh Abſolute Slavery; and it is 
certain, that cannot be a Legal Power, 


which is ſo inconſiſtent with the Rove. 


rence due to our Rights, and the juſt 
Liberty of our preſent Conſtitution. 
Whilſt the King is Adjuſting the 


Rights of Europe, and, cautious of incur- 


ring an expenſive War, is eſtabliſhing 


the Peace of his Kingdoms, your Ma- 


jeſty will vouchſafe, with aſſiduous Care, 


to advance the Liberties of Britain, to 
ſtand as the divine Palladium of our 
happy Conſtitution, and preſerve the Bul- 
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raid up Conſtantines and Theodoſius's 


N 
Cares for the Publick with the preſent 
Diſpute, and to prefide as Arbitreſs in it, 


for which you are ſo well qualified by your. 


uncommon Attainments in Religion and 
Learning: 1 leave to others the Celebra- 
tion of your Political Virtues, your Appli- 
cation to Publick Affairs, and your Sagacity 
in the Conduct of them, during his Majeſty's 
Abſence. But I ſhall, more agreeably 


fo my Function, recommend to a degene- 


rate Age, your Majeſty's great Example of 


Conjugal Fidelity and Afﬀetiion, and of 
a zealous Care to form the Minds of 4 
numerous Royal Progeny to ſuch a ps 4 
of Virtue and Religion, as may render 


them the Ornaments and Bleſſings of the 


coming Age. 


And that fo excellent an Example may 
have the more diffuſrve Influence, your 


Majeſty's Authority will juſtly contribute 
to enforce it, by ſtemming that Torrent of 


Vice and Profaneneſs, which is broke in 
upon us, and threatens us with the Fudg- 
ments of God, Subverfjon of all that is 
dear and valuable to us. But God has 


for 


=- * * N . 7 4 GRIT 
- 0 2 — . 5 - . 15 5 > 
7 CCC Roo * . "yp . 3 
: : 0 5 © "#887 - * ns nl, - 8 632322 © E. 
POR : * a IE $ - n Fore) / IS . 88 
8 IM . 3 EY - 2 x: 23 T's, a YE 33 7 I 
2 . 7 1 98 ot 1 AY - 6 - e MS IF; — * 3 — 
A P % > > 5. « as AE go AS IT" ö 4 n 4 * 
8 d wk et 1 + ak 3 4 e 18 , 
N 2 4 ww 1 . N * 13 YR SS i BY © 1 — . 1 $ 2 l 1 
. C D 2 . „J I rio no AST, yo * by < 8 10 
CC e Woe, EE SIE AS / n . D, . „ — Re 


R 
E 9 2 
3 5 
5 3 3 ">> » 
3ST 


EY OY ²˙ AVV . ES PO Ione br Mr OB 0 RING Aa 7 3 
2 JJ ˙ ̃ ͤůui'—ilnnn 2 e EFF c ge ve, I, BE 4 5 1 5 
5 &  .< bo 2 N . 5 "CPAs > . . 2 5 n r s Rs 1 2 og WINE. Ree Gen; „ Wh Gs K 3 42 II 75 1 3 2 2 2 . 2 8 0 ; 3 2 ARE * 
5 , 


v  w4 Cd pod 


. . ⁵ bid + 


1 
1 
1 
+ 5 


4% Yr, Perſecution, big with Ruin and Con fu 


ET” + 
W 
' 55 
© {6B 
22 
: 204 


(24 


W z Ars of our Happinels, that the Beaſt 
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on, may never enter our Walls, nor Fire 


and Sword lay waſte our Provinces, For 


chis, your Majeſty is happily qualify'd, 
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by your high Station, and prevailing In- 
"XZ fluence in the Court of our Auge, Mo- 
narch. I leave to others the Celebration 
of your numerous Virtues, your Appli- 
cation to publick Affairs, and your Sa- 
gacity in the Conduct of them. But I 


ſhall, more agreeably to my Character, 
recommend to an arbitrary, overdvharing 
Clergy, your Majeſty's great Example, 
and zealous Care in forming the Minds 
of an illuſtrious Royal Progeny to ſuch a 
ſenſe of Liberty and Virtue, as by their 
powerful Protection of unfetterd Truth, 
and princely Encouragement of gererous 
Freedom, may render them the Orna- 
ments and Bleſſings of the coming Age. 

And that ſo Excellent an Example 
may have the more diffuſive Influence, 
your Majeſty's Authority will juſtly con- 
tribute to enforce it, by ſtemming that 
Torrent of Error and Perſecution which 
is broke in upon us, and threaten us 
with the utter Subverſion of All that 
is Dear and Valuable to us. But as God 
has raiſed up Princes and Hero's, for the 
8 Benefit 


1 
for the Benefit and Security of his Church, 


ſo has he appointed Helena's and Eudocia's 
70 be Nurſing Mothers of it, and there- 


by to become Inſtruments of his Glory. 
And indeed the learned Empreſs, now laſt 
mention'd, had the peculiar Honour of a- 
dorning, with her own Royal Pen, thoſe 
Miracles of our Lord that are now revi- 
led by Infidels; a Work, in which even yet 
ſhe ſhines with an immortal . 


Aud 
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Hhenefit and Security of Civil Liberty 
z mong us, ſo has He appointed them Queens 
and Conſorts, to be the Nur/ng Mothers 

of Religious Freedom; and even our 
| own illuſtrious Queen Elizabeth had the 
| peculiar Honour of eſtabliſhing, with 
her Royal Hand, thoſe Rights of our 
Country, which are now reviled 
| by Ecclefiafticks; a Work wherein ſhe 
| will ever ſhine with an immortal 
Luſtre. 
And as your Majeſty greatly deſpis d, 
and nobly rejected an Imperial Crown 
itſelf, when Superſtition and Perſecu- 
| tion were the fatal Appendages of that 
| Dignity, ſo have you been advanced to 
your preſent Royal Station, by the good 
Providence of God, in Concurrence with 
the generous Dolires of a brave People, 
who Elected the Houſe of Hanover 
from all the Princes of the Continent, 


Is beſt of all qualified to make this 


I be vile Iniquities of a corrupt Clergy. 


[land happy, and preſerve the Rights 
of Britain, both Sacred and Civil. 
In this your high exalted Station 

Your Majeſty has no ſuch Conditions 
annex d to your Power, nor is your Ma- 
Jeſty compell'd to do the low Drudgery 
Jef lazy Eccleſiaſticks, or to connive at 


This 


1 


And as your Majeſty has been adwanc d, 
by the good ee of God, to your pre- 
fent Royal Station, for the Preſervation 
beth of our Church and State, fo are you 
prefetthly appriz'd, that the Opportunities 
afforaed by that Station, of more emi- 
nently frometing the Glory of God, and 
the Good of the Publick, are the no- 
bleſt Advantages of Secutar Greatneſs, 
nee, however Hed it may be, it is other- 
wiſe of a tranſient and ſhort Duration. 
Brut the true Uſe of theſe high Advantages ex- 
tends to a future State, wherein they will 
* princifally diſtingui jp d, who have them- 

ſelves arrib'd at cal 4 Habits of Vir- 
Tue and Piety, and have Rept up a juſi 
Senſe of them in others ; who have ſupported, 
by thetr- own bright Examples, and well- 
employ'd Authority, the declining Inte- 
reſts of Religion, and have vindicated 
with an holy Zeal the Honour of their 
| Supreme Lord, from the Afronts of wick- 
ed and incredulous Men. Theſe are the 
real and laſting Ornaments of an exalted 
| Station. Theſe alone are the endages 
of Praver that deſerve tb be enveed, and 
theſe are the only. Attendants on the Great 
into a better World, and that ann entitle 
them there to peeuliar Rowan, [ow the 

Hake” a 60 ried God. S 
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This, Madam, 1s the happy Lot aſſign d 
you, wherein you are perfectly appriz d, 
that your ample Opportunities of emi- 
nently promoting the Happineſs of Man- 
kind, are the nobleſt Advantages of ſe- 


cle Greatneſs; | in protecting Truth, and 
making it ſafe to be ſpoken, in main- 
taining Liberty, and making it dangerous 


to evade it, you will obtain the Praiſes, 
and the Blefſings of a happy, envied | 
People, whoſe generous Affections you 
will infinitely prize, beyond the deſign- 
ing Flatterers, and fulſom Adulations of 


Sprritual Sycophants. But the true uſe 


of theſe high Advantages extends to a 


Future years. in which they will be 


principally diſtinguiſh' d, Ber 45. uf the 
eternal Principles of Right, and un- 
deniable Propofitions of true Religion, 
who have themſelves arriv'd at confirm'd. 
Habits of Liberty and Virtue, and have 
kept up a juſt Senſe of them in others; 


_ who have ſupported, by their own brighs 


Examples, and well-employ 4 Authority, 
the declining Freeaom of an ancient Con- 
ſtitution, and have vindicated with a 
noble Zeal the Honour of a great People, 


from the Affronts of wicked and arbi- 


trary Churchmen. Theſe are the Real 


and Laing Ornaments of an Exalted 


Station, 


( 10 


And that your Majeſty may not > 
very long enjoy all the Bleſſings of this 
World, and particularly that which ari- 
fes from the Conſciouſneſs and Satisfattion 
of having contributed to the Reformation 
1 a corrupt and diſſolute Age, but may 

e crowned with a tinted Glory, up- 
en the final Approbation of the great Fudge 
of all, is the en Prayer of, 


MA D A M, 
Your Majeſty" 8 
moſt Dutiful and 
: mol Faithful Servant, 


Richard St. Davids. 


( 10 ) 
Station, when it becomes the ASYLUM of 
perſecuted Truth, and ſhowers down Bleſ- 
| /ngs on a free People. Theſe alone are 

che Appendages of Power, that truly 
| deſerve to be valued, as nothing elſe but 
Truth and Liberty can promote the Hap- 
 prineſs of Men; and theſe are the only 
Attendants on the Great into a better 
World, where it is their Title to Glory, 
that they have advanc'd the Felicity of 
this; and where none can expett the 
Bounties of arighteous God, who have not 
been juſt fo the natural Liberties of Men. 
And that your Majeſty may not only 
very long enjoy all the Bleſſings of this 
World, and that which particularly ariſes 
from the Conſciouſneſs and Satisfaction 
of having contributed to the Reforma- 
rion of corrupt and diſſolute Clergymen, 
but may be crown'd with the final Ap- 
probation of the Great Judge of Truth, 
who created Liberty before he reveal'd 
Chriſtianity, and never intended the Reli- 
gion of his Son ſhould leave the Rights 
of Mankind, in a worſe, Condition than it 

found them, - nw 4 
Ti, MAD AM, 

is the fervent Prayer of . 

Your Majeſty's moſt Dutiful, 
and moſt Faithful Servant. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


S I have aſliſted the Reverend Prelate 
in his Dedication, I have alſo a De- 

fire to help his Lordſhip in part of his Pre- 
face; and whereas he concludes it in this 
Manner, vi. 
I will aſſare Mr. W. I can eaſt ly bear all thoſe 
Reproachcs, that are or ſhall be thrown on me 
for the Name of Chriſt, and count it the tru- 
eſt Honour now, and doubt not it will be the 
greateſt Haypinef hereafter” to ſuffer Obloquy, 
aid to be loaded with Calumny for the Sake of 
his Goſpel ; in the Defence f which, as I have 
taken up my Pen, ſo I truſt I ſhall always be 
ready 10 lay down my Life, ns 
Now by his Lordſhip's good Legve and 
Favour, d think it ought to ſpeak more 
Truth, and then it will ſtand thus, ix. 
Till aſſure Mr. W. I can eafily bear all 
thiſe Reproaches, that are or ſhall be thrown 
on me for the Metropslis of Dublin; and 
count it the trueft Honour now, and doubt not it 
will be the greateſt Happineſs bereafter to ſuffer 
Obloquy, and a Load of Calumny for the Sake 
of ſo good an Archbiſhoprick ; in Taten on 
io which, as I have taken up my Pen, /o I truſt 
Thhall aloays be 2 7 t to Sod dawn my immedi. 
ate Dioceſe. 


. The 4bologetical Dion ence af lick! is a large 
Treatiſe, 400 juſt finiſhed, ſhall very ſoon be publiſhed : 
As allo 4 Critical Exominalioh 1. th; Vindication of 
the Mirac es, which laſt is not only i intended to expoi- 
the wretched Vindicator, but to 0 mew ample Juſtice 
againſt Win, and Apritates- 


AT 


